
 
 

Report to the 2004 Regional Administrative Conference 
 
Another year has passed and the San Francisco Section continues to offer an array of 
activities and continuing education opportunities to its members. An equally important 
facet of our section is the integration of ASME activities with the student sections from 
our three local Universities; U.C. Berkeley, San Francisco State University and the 
California Maritime Academy (California State University) in Vallejo.  As always, a big 
“Thank you!” to the small core of volunteers that donate their time and energy to make 
the SF Section a real benefit for all the membership. 
 

Section Goals  
 
The goals of the San Francisco Section are really twofold; the first is to provide quality 
programs and events that promote networking and the latest in technology development 
among our engineers in a relaxed environment.  The second is to involve our student 
sections in jointly sponsored events.  The inclusion of the student sections shows the 
upcoming “Engineers-To-Be” some of the post-graduation benefits of the ASME and 
promotes future membership.   
 

Section Activities 
 
Our Section year starts in September, so we are about halfway through our yearly 
activities.  A quick run-down of the past and upcoming events are listed below: 
 

• October 23, 2003  “Bart to Oakland International Airport Connector”, 
speaker Christian Anderson, Project engineer 

• November 19, 2003  “Flight Mechanics of a Spinning Dimpled Spheroid”, 
speaker Dr. John C. Adams Jr., ASME Fellow 

• December 9, 2004 “SFSU Senior Projects” descriptions and competition 
for Section funding awards for Senior projects 

• January 21, 2004  “State of the Heart – Update on Ventricular Assist 
Devices (VAD) 30 Years of LVAD Research and Development”, speaker 
Phillip J. Miller, World Heart, Inc. 

• January 31, 2004 “Solano County Wind Energy Project Tour“ held jointly 
with the Sacrament/Sierra Section to tour wind turbine facility 

• March 18, 2004 “UC Berkeley 21st Annual Crab Feed”, speaker to be 
announced 

• April 10, 2004  “Picnic and Tour of Cal Maritime Academy” includes ship, 
steam plant and bridge simulators tour 

• May 8, 2004  “Solar Power & Winery Tour – Rodney Strong Vineyards” 
includes tour of largest winery solar electric system in the world (766 kW) 
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Section Accomplishments 
 
A few of our accomplishments this past year deserve a special note.  We have been 
able to reduce the cost of communicating with our membership, which frees more dollars 
to support special events, awards and dinner meeting content.  Only one paper edition of 
our newsletter has been sent out this last year, cutting down the high cost of newsletter 
mailings that has plagued us in previous years.  We have not scrimped on 
communication, however, by using email notices and postcard mailings that highlight 
main activities and remind our members to check the sf.asme.org website for more 
details.   
 
This leads directly to our second significant accomplishment.  The San Francisco 
Section website is an excellent resource for our members.  Not only does it provide 
information on all upcoming section activities, but it also has links to surrounding ASME 
Sections and their activities, and the Student Section links.  Most recently a “History and 
Heritage” section has been added to assist members in finding historical landmarks in 
Northern California.  The newsletter archive section has downloadable copies of all 
available San Francisco Section newsletters dating from the 1970’s.  All this in an easy 
to read and organized website format that guarantees excellent service to our 
membership. 
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