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Welcome back!  We are
quite exited to start a new
year of activities for our
membership and with it
the hope that our program
will benefit you.

In our first planning meet-
ing of the year, we filled
officer positions with vol-
unteers (see list in this
issue of Bay Connection).
We are lucky to have
some new "blood" (I mean
volunteers) joining the ex-
ecutive committee and I'm
sure, with them, they'll
bring new ideas and new
expanded programs.  I'd
like to thank all of our new
officers and I'll look for-
ward working with them to
bring a fun, beneficial, and
educational program to all.

We are planning a number
of activities for this year.
These include meetings
on interesting topics such
as the hot energy issues
of today and tomorrow
(e.g. Fuel Cell); a crown-
ing achievement of tech-
nology (e.g. SR-71 - the
black bird) and even a hot
political issue affecting en-
gineers (Prop. 35).  We
are also planning a num-

ber of tours for this year
as well as some fun ac-
tivities.  A schedule for
some of the activities is
listed on our website at
“sf.asme.org”.

The mechanical engi-
neering field is very wide
(we are the "mother of
engineering") and we re-
alize there are varied
topics of interest among
our membership.  Al-
though we are trying to
satisfy as many "tastes"
as possible, we will have
shortcomings.  You can
help us reduce this
shortcoming by telling us
your interests.  As you
see in the program
schedule there are a
number of tentative ac-
tivities which we are hop-
ing to finalize soon.  This
is your chance to shape
your organization toward
what you value more!  To
do so, your best bet is to
to participate in our
meetings.  We realize
the lack of time all of us
have specially given the
traffic situation in the bay
area.  Therefore, we will

The three Bay Area
ASME sections are hold-
ing a joint social event at
the A’s game on Friday
evening, September 29,
2000, at the Oakland
Coliseum.  The A’s are
playing the division-rival
Texas Rangers.  The A’s
are in the playoff hunt
this year, and this will be
the last night game of
the regular season, so
the excitement level
should be high.

ASME has reserved the
“Barbecue Terrace,” a
primo viewing area right
down in front along the
left field foul pole.  Be-
cause it’s roomy and pri-
vate, it’s also ideal for
meeting new people and
enjoying the game with
your family in a relaxing
atmosphere.  The $30
price of admission ($15
for ASME student mem-
bers) includes  the game
and lots of the food listed

ASME
Baseball

Social

Message  from  the  Chair
by  Manuchehr  Shirmohamadi

CALENDAR OF

EVENTS
9/5 Executive Committee
      Meeting
9/13 Dinner Meeting “Fuel
      Cell Vehicle Projects”
9/13 Small Business Forum
     “Intellectual Rights
      Protection”
9/29 ASME Baseball
      Social “Oakland A’s”
10/10 Dinner & Executive
      Meeting “Prop 35”
11/1  Dinner Meeting
     “SR-71”
11/7 Executive Commitee
      Meeting
12/5 Executive Commitee
      Meeting

All of the Bay Area ASME
Events were not available for
this publication. Check our
website at  sf.asme.org  for
the latest dates, locations and
times.

DON’T MISS THESE EVENTS COMING UP IN SEPTEMBER . . .

September 13th Dinner Meeting Fuel Cell Vehicle Project Update at the Vault Cafe (details on page 4)

September 14th Small Business Forum Patent and Trademark Protection  (details on page 3)

September 29th Baseball Social Watch the Oakland A’s in Style from the Barbecue Terrace (details on page 1)
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ASME is also encouraging compa-
nies recruiting engineers to attend
and cosponsor the event.  If your
company would like to attend, or
you know of a company that would
be interested, please contact
Austin Hastings at (925) 974-
4045.

Seats are limited, so please re-
serve yours now.  Call the San
Francisco section voice-mail num-
ber, (415) 721-4478, or e-mail
Rich Myhre at rmyhre@bki.com.
  Let’s go A’s (and Giants)!

be trying to have our executive
committee meetings on the same
night as our dinner meetings.
This, we hope, will increase active
participation in both meetings.

Let me close by encouraging you
(one more time) to become more
active in your organization.  We
are lucky in the sense that we
have some "established" mem-
bers continuing in officer roles.
However, we would like to get you,
yes YOU, involved.  Currently, we
have one position open - Secre-
tary.  It only takes few hours a
month, but in return you'll get the
chance to have your ideas be-
come programs, get leadership
experience, work with a bunch of
"nice" engineers, and, most impor-
tantly, get the satisfaction of help-
ing fellow engineers.  I hope to see
you there!

Message from the
Chair

(continued from page 1)

P u b l i c  P o l i c y  F o r u m                                                       
Engineers are uniquely positioned to provide public policy makers at all
levels with credible technical information. Indeed, engineers have a respon-
sibility to participate in the public policy making process.

If you agree that engineering technology and research are, and will con-
tinue to be, the drivers of our future economic competitiveness and
standard of living, the Engineering and Technology Public Policy Forum is
an event you will not want to miss! The Engineering and Technology Public
Policy Forum provides an opportunity for engineers, scientists and technol-
ogists in industry, academia, and government and technology-based com-
panies to examine key public policy issues:

- Nanotechnology and Biotechnology: where are they headed, and what are
the opportunities and challenges?

- Pre-college Education: how can K-12 science, math, engineering and
technology education be strengthened?

- R&D: what is the government's role versus that of the private sector?

- Tech Development Resources: what sources are out there, and how can
you use them?

- Intellectual Property: how can engineers protect their knowledge base in
the digital economy?

The Engineering and Technology Public Policy Forum will be held on
September 22 and 23, 2000 at the DoubleTree Golf Resort in San Diego,

California.

For more information on this event, to include a detailed agenda, or to reg-
ister, please visit our website: www.asme.org/gric/eppf or call our

office at (202) 785-3756.

ASME San Francisco Section

ASME Summer Baseball Event
(continued from page 1)

below.  The BBQ Terrace opens for
us at 5:30pm, dinner will be served
only until 6;30pm, and the game
begins at 7:05pm.

BBQ Terrace menu:
Hamburgers with lettuce, tomato
and red onions
Grilled Bratwurst with gourmet
mustard and sauerkraut
All-Beef Hot Dogs on fresh buns
with assorted condiments
Potato Salad
Pasta Salad
Potato Chips
Chocolate Chip Cookies
Assorted Sodas/Bottled Water

San Francisco Section
MEMBER SERVICES

Interested in volunteering with the
San Francisco Section?  Contact
the Chair directly, attend an executive
committee meeting or talk to a com-
mittee member at one of our events.

Looking for a job?!?  Raymundo
Engineering, a mechanical and instru-
mentation consulting firm in Walnut
Creek needs engineers experienced
in gas compressor and regulating/
metering station design.  Contact
John Byrne at (925)988-8676.

Want to advertise in “The Bay Con-
nection”?  We have multiple rates
available; $50 eighth page, $100
quarter page, $200 half page, or $400
for full page ads.
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Chairman
Manuchehr Shirmohamadi, PhD, PE

Material Integrity Solutions
(510) 594-0300 (W)
mshir@misolution.com

Vice-Chair, Small Business, Region
IX Small Business and Region IX
Board on Professional Practice and
Ethics
Eric Worrell, P.E.

Ergonomic Energy Works
(925) 689-4579 (H)
eew@eew.com

Secretary
not yet filled - if interested, 
please call the Chairman

Treasurer, Honors and Awards,
Section Webmaster
Brandon Muramatsu

U.C. Berkeley
(510) 643-1817 (W)
mura@needs.org

Bay Area Engineering Council
Delegate
Charlie Howard, P.E.

(415) 924-9548 (H)
76330.1302@compuserve.com

Government Relations
Fay Brown

(916) 432-9215

History and Heritage
Joe Van Overveen, P.E.

(925) 283-3650 (H)
jvanover@aol.com

ASME International San Francisco Section

The next Small Business Forum,
"Why You Can't Afford to Ignore
Intellectual Property Protection" will
address Patent and Trademark
Information for Small Businesses.
Mary Clare Sprott will talk about the
importance of protecting your intel-
lectual property, address legal
fundamentals and patenting trends.
Your ideas can be valuable.  The
importance of your ideas is often un-
appreciated or ignored completely.
Join us for an informative talk on the
why and how of intellectual property
protection.  Bring your questions and
go away with answers.

Mary Clare Sprott is the Administra-
tive Librarian of Sc[i]3 Patents and
Trademarks, a.k.a. the Sunnyvale
Center for Innovation, Invention and
Ideas.  Sc[i]3 is a partnership between
the United States Patent and
Trademark Office and the City of
Sunnyvale, one of only three in the
nation.

Reservations are not necessary.  The
meeting is scheduled for 6:30 - 9:30
PM and open to all. The speaker will
begin at 7:00 PM.  In consideration of
our speaker and host, we suggest that
you arrive early and take advantage of
the fine meal and beverage selections
offered by Harry's Hofbrau for your
dinner.

Small business forums are scheduled
for the 2nd Thursday of the month
throughout the year 2000.  Harry’s
Hofbrau is located at 399 W. El
Camino Real in the city of Mountain
View.  Both ASME members and
nonmembers are welcome, and all
meetings are free.

For additional information contact
Don Isaac, at isaacd@asme.org, ph
(650) 563-9077.

Small Business Forum
You Can’t Afford

to Ignore This!

ASME San Francisco Section

ARTICLE C.5.1.2 of the Constitution of the American Society of Mechanical Engineers (revised to October 1981) states; The provi-
sions of the Constitution, By-Laws and Policies and Procedures established by the Board of Governors of the Society shall govern the
procedure of all components of the society but no action or obligation of such components shall be considered an action or obligation of
the society as a whole.  This provisions shall be imprinted on any publication issued by such components.

Member Development, Region IX
Public Information
Rich Myhre, P.E.

Bevilacqua-Knight, Inc.
(510) 444-8707 x220 (W)
rmyhre@bki.com

K-12 and Region IX Pre-College
Education
Bill Nott, P.E.

Lockheed-Martin
(408) 742-3632 (W)
nottw@asme.org

Member at Large
Don Moseman, P.E.

Genentech
(650) 225-6343 (W)
dwmoseman@aol.com

S. F. Executive Committee for 2000 - 2001

Bay Area Section Chairs

Mt. Diablo Chair
Carmelo Santiago

Benicia Fabrication
(707) 745-8111 (W)
csantiag@aol.com

Sacramento/Sierra Nevada Chair
Hal Brunette, P.E.

Integrated Surgical Systems
(530) 792-2607 (W)
hbrunette@robodoc.com

Santa Clara Valley Chair
Sam Haddad

(408) 223-8001 (H)
sdhaddad@jps.net

Visit our website at
http://sf.asme.org

Editor: Angela Faulkner    Phone: (707) 434-1322 voice or (707) 434-9021 fax
   email:  Faulkner100@cs.com

Have a “Letter to the Editor?”  We value your contributions!  Email or fax any
comments, suggestions or newsitems to the numbers above, or “snail mail” to
ASME SF Section Newsletter  1500 Oliver Rd   #K PMB291  Fairfield CA 94533



The California Fuel Cell Project is a
coalition of major automakers, fuel
providers, fuel cell companies, and
public agencies working to develop
practical, affordable, fuel-cell-powered
automobiles for California and the
world.  The Project will place about 50
fuel-cell passenger cars and fuel-cell
buses on the road between 2000 and
2003 to demonstrate pre-commercial
models under real day-to-day driving
conditions.  In addition to testing the
vehicles, the Project will also tackle
fuel infrastructure issues (e.g., building
refueling stations) and conduct an edu-
cation campaign to prepare the Califor-
nia market for this new technology.
On April 18, 2000, the Project began
construction of a fuel cell vehicle test-
ing and diagnostic facility in West
Sacramento, which will include a hy-
drogen refueling station and possibly
also a methanol station.  The first 18

cars will fill up here as they travel
throughout the greater Sacramento
metropolitan area.

Bevilacqua-Knight, Inc. (BKi), is one of
the Project’s support contractors for the
West Sacramento facility.  BKi is also
leading a team of Project members and
consultants working to address commer-
cialization needs.

Dr. Robert (Bob) Knight, a cofounder of
BKi, will present up-to-date information
on the Project’s activities, prospects and
challenges for fuel-cell vehicles, and the
important role of infrastructure and mar-
ket education in overall new technology
commercialization.  Dr. Knight’s has an
extensive background in the electricity
and transportation industries, notably as a
consultant to the Electric Power Research
Institute, California Energy Commission,
California Air Resources Board, and var-

ious electric utilities.

September 13th Dinner Meeting
Fuel Cell Vehicle Project Update from Dr. Knight of BKi, Inc.
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Join Us at Our . . .
Wed., Sept. 13th Dinner Meeting in

The Vault Cafe 3250 Adeline St, Berkeley
(510) 595-9600

6pm Social Hour
7pm Dinner and Announcements

8pm Presentation
Costs:            Non-members $28, Members 

$22 and Students $10
Appetizer:                  Prawn Cocktail
Salad:           Organic tossed in Caesar Dressing
Entree:             Choice of Fresh Seasoned Snap-
           per in Garlic Mushroom Sauce OR
           Broiled Marinated Chicken Kabob
Dessert:              Fruit Tart

RAFFLE FOR FREE DINNER !
RSVP by Noon Monday 9/11/00
to S.F. voicemail (415) 721-4478

or email to rsvp@sf.asme.org


