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As we enter the 21 century the pace of development of web-based and web-accessible collections of
learning materials for science, mathematics, engineering and technology continues to accelerate.
However, when confronted with the wide array of potential resources it is often left up to the individual
faculty member to decide how to select and use these materials. NEEDS, an educational digital library in
engineering education, and the SMETE Open Federation are leading the development of a new breed of
digital libraries for education. These educational digital libraries will focus on supporting and
encouraging a community of practice as much as emphasizing technology and individual learning
resources.

Through this seminar we will discuss some of the latest developments in educational digital libraries, as
well as outline a set of mechanisms and methodologies to help faculty better locate, select and evaluate
digital learning resources. We will discuss different types of selection criteria and methods for evaluating
digital learning materials and technologies. In particular we will highlight the Premier Award for
Excellence in Engineering Education.
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